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on a piece
of paper

A project at Yad Vashem
gives each victim
a written memorial,
David Isaacson reports

R Joe Schacheer, time is

sning oot A recently
red Yad Vathem woeker
- « 12« Hall of Names to

personal details

scHims as possi
Paper cemeter.
proper buriale For

Gively recent events
mpetie 10 the project
ess of the movie
"n-mrll\’ more
e wt” and
receed the deathe of loved

on 3 far greater <ale

e

the

e hail’s Pages

In e pac
i Karmiel and Kiryat
h large Rucsian

Gt - ot

unmagrant populalioas - have
bees making  houte-to-house
: Holocasu vic-

n et )r-

¢ peoject. which
Schachicr r.-y« will go natioa-

wide, has resulied n 23,000
Pages - presenting an
adivid testimony.

hermare, Schackier says, the
ihe youngsiens

nevigranis the feeling “that
wmeone cares
The Hail of Names. where he

aill works on 3 part-time. volun
tary hatis, is Yad Vathem's great-
st representation of the enormity
of 1he Hobocaost, Schachier cays
We can mame more than 3 12
million vichime - hased on Nazi
JOCUMEnts. postwar interviews in
Fusuia and Western government
documents - bat this s not what
were irying to achieve in the
Ha'l of Names ™ The prosect goes

teyond merely crealing a com-

victims of the Nazis who have not
heen memoriaiized ia the hall, |
{ail the wicums)

vivers] can’t fill in the popers,
Be avs, in refecence 10 the unend
ing trauma suffered by those wha
iwed under Nazi rwle. “1 try to
emourage them to do it for the
Jewish people and for them.
selves. Onue they've done it, they
often feel great relief. They've
given [the deceased] clernily on a
prece of paper.”

IN 1984, Schachter was a worried
man: A fire o some other iragedy
could have wiped cut all of the

Mall of see’ Pages  of
Tewumony with the support
of an Amer foundaiion, be

decsded to commit all the infor
mation 1o microfilm. For three
years he volunteered bis time 1o
index namee and places, cross.
teferencing Hebrew and Latin
speltings and dates, and deleting
duptications

It was an immense job. The
name Schwartz, for example,
“has 150 vanants.” And the pages
filled in by sorvivors were in
numerous  languages But,
Schachter «ays. the problems
were even grealer in the early
days of the state.

“In 1955, goverament teams
from house to house getting
SUIVOrs 10 record information
In tour out Of tine cases. the
were told to o away. ' can’t han-
die this, maybe [the presumed
dead relative] i u:ll hving.” was
2 n;--ul respoase

nother reason that survivors
\-eve reluctant  to _ divulge
Holocaust stonies was, Schachier
sy, the “why-didn't-you.fight-
back attitode of macho Israehs.”
This led to the tragic situation
where Holocaust survivors in the
Jewish state were far more likely
10 suppress their memories than
were their counterpants  else-
where.

Only after the Yom Kippur War
“which madc Israclis feel less all-
powerful and more sympathetic
10 Holocaust victims, did “coming
out” hecome more normal.” In the
pau 10 to 15 years, “we have
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In the Hall of Names office, Rabbi Schuhm' s'wvu # Russian.|:
was filled out by a relative of the deceased,

leamed better how to mourn and
admit 10 sorron

Schacheer hinself cscaped from
Vienna and arrived in New York
in 1941 Ordained as a rabbi, he
spent 20 yeas as 3 student chap-
fain and dwector of the B'nai
B'nith Hillel Foundations at the
University of IHlinois in Chicago
and at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. He initially went to
Yad Vashem w look for details of
and found that
tle

his own famil;
there were very

HIS MASTER'S degree in psy-
chology Muh«dly helps in has
work at Yad Vashe

Citing |m¢al siteafion, he
says: “An individual comes to the
desk and acks what happened to
Uncle Yankele We're 80 percent
confident (bt ve doa't know the
answer.” Jhe does Little 1o case
the anger and depression of one

“who couldn’t bring himself to
come here for 30 years. The per-
son here has to be a peych

the coexistence of God and evil
Yet still the sculpted hands reach
ool in vain from the top of the
Hall of Names® six pillars. And

still the question from the Psalms
inscri oa exch pillar, “From
whence shall my help come?”
£0¢s umanswered

Today. the Pages of Testimony
belp reunite families. “We recent-
Iy put logether two Russian
cousing,” Schachter says. "One
was living here, the other in
Oklahoma City.”

Then there are those who are
only now discovering that they are
in fact Jewish. “Oflen their parents
- survivors - converted to protect
their * children from the next
Ngwm Schachter explains

“The grandparents died for their
Jewishness and the children con-
verted out; that nulm the deaths

paiafult

Page of Testi which
(Debbie Tayhor- Zimelman)

Holocaust victim.” Conversely,
an indirect victim “who died of
disease in Tashkent or of starva-

tion in Siberia, we put in the
exceptions category.”

FAR MORE common are visits
by veterans  of the
Kindertransport which evacusted
10,000 Jewish children from
Germany, Austria and

Czechoslovakia to Britain before
the war broke out. Many
Kindertransport velerans want to
know the fale of their loved ones.
If these relations wete for exam.
ple seat 1o the Lodz ghetto, the
Hall of Names, which sesees
the  Association r’

Survivors” five huge volumes of
names, might be able to help,
Schachter asks rhetorically, “Can
you imagine someone seeing the

there isa wwm group "r« about
900 of these cryplo-Jews.”

Then there is the Question of
defining a Hok survivor.

e Ay

bers there? It's horrible.”
Numerous letters from Yad

Vashem's visitors testify to n.c

be has to reahze that for sur-
vivérs, i h-pgmcd yesterday, not
50 years ago.

Somefimes a survivor needs to
unload his anger [at  Yad
Vashem]” be says. “He might
bare his arm [10 show his tattoo)
You become Bke a sponge: but
there's only 0 much you can
take.”

Those whose faith has been
destrayed often ask him how hc
<an still believe in G

“1 tell thém, 'l have no answer;
you must find your own answer
” But, he poisis oul, in theodicy,
there are M amuments explaining
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According (o the 1953 Mastyrs’
and. Heroes' Remembrance Law,

“The task of Yad Vathem is to
gather into the homeland material
regarding all thosé members of
the Jewish people who laid down
their lives, who fought and
rebelled against the Nazi enemy
and his :oflnbomnn and to per-
petuate their names and those of
the communitics, organizations
and institutions which were
j‘uug‘yed because they were

Thus, $chacheer points out, “an
American soldier who died fight-
ing could be considered a

’b%
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Hall o
\/w{ V' Shem

peutic quality of S
counsel.

“1 tell them, *You suffered, you
still suffer, but you may be com-
focted to know that, in their last
view of you, yOur parents saw
that you were safe.”

Snme. especially American
Jews, give the Hall of Names
original photos of victims in their

families “because, they say, [the
Eho«ml will mean nothing (o their
ids.” In this way, even the last
surviving me of a family
murdered by the Nazis can know
that their relatives’ Hves will be
and respected in perpe-

twity.
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